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How wonderful to see the first daffodils again. With their bright yellow colour and long trumpet they are a perfect flower to announce the beginning of Spring. These ‘yellow heralds’ are just one part of God’s visual aid to the truth of resurrection. That after the winter of death comes the spring of new life.

It’s also the time for spring-cleaning. As the sun begins to pour through our windows it also highlights the dirt and grime that may have been unnoticed in these winter days. And in many ways this too illustrates what Lent is all about. A kind of spiritual spring-clean. A time for making a fresh start, and preparing personally for the resurrection of Easter.

Jesus says “behold I make all things new” (Rev.21:5). Spring illustrates it; the cross is the way to it; and Easter is the proof of it. And for us, Lent is the opportunity to prepare to be part of it.

On a more personal note, many of you will have heard of my decision to be moving on in 2005. It was a hard decision to make, and was not arrived at without a great deal of prayer. And as I have had to remind one or two people — it is still well over a year away!

However, I feel God is calling me to move on, and the Church too. Being resurrection people is not a one off event. Our lives are constantly going through little endings and new beginnings. Little deaths and new resurrections. And God is in both.

Its one of the things that keeps our faith alive and fresh.

“Changed from glory into glory
till in Heaven we take our place’

Charles Wesley

Every Blessing

Geoff

Evelyn Marsden
Evelyn passed away peacefully in Hospital on the 8’~ February 2003 aged 93.

In earlier years she had been an officer in the Salvation Army and then in 1945 became a member of Margate URC in Union crescent where she involved herself fully in Church life. She loved music and sang in various choirs in Thanet. Even when she was in her 90s she often sang with the Garlinge Methodist Church Choir.

Her deep faith was an inspiration to us all. And although she will be sadly missed, we like Evelyn herself, have absolutely no doubts as to where she now is

We particularly pray for David & Pauline, her children, and for all of Evelyns family at this time.
Jesus and the Earth

James Jones, Bishop of Liverpool, gave an inspiring talk to the Christian Ecology Link’s conference on All Saints Day (I’ Nov 2003). He explained how as a result of his discussions with teenagers in his Liverpool Diocese in the millennium year, he became interested in environmental matters and their link to scripture and, in particular, with the sayings of Jesus. Firstly he saw that to interest young people in Christianity lie should include a concern for the environment. Then he came to realise that caring about the earth is a “theological, biblical and moral imperative” and should he included in the Mission of the churches.

In his new book, “Jesus and the Earth”, Bishop James argues that Jesus is the saviour not only of humanity, but also the saviour of the planet and of the whole cosmos, which came into being through Him and for Him. In referring to Colossians, where Paul states that all things have come into being for Christ and through Christ, Bishop James declared that “to desecrate the earth is not j List a crime against the earth and future generations, which it is. To desecrate the earth is a blasphemy. It is to defile Christ’s own gifts”.
If on the one hand, you believe that the earth is as expendable as a discarded paper cup which will he finally consumed in some cosmic combustion, then you will probably be inclined to milk the earth for all it is worth while there is time. If~ on the other hand, you believe that the earth has a destiny in a renewed form, and that the material has a place alongside the spiritual in God’s eternal purposes, this will induce a more cautious attitude. Couple this with a realization that all things came into being through and for Christ. and your attitude to creation moves away from indulgence and exploitation to care and reverence.”

Jesus, whose coming and birth we celebrate in the weeks of Advent, described the earth as God’s footstool (Matt. 5). Bishop James explained that this “might suggest something demeaning. a picture of God, Atlas like, with fist on forehead, knee bent and trampling earth beneath His foot.” Nothing could be further from the truth. “Footstool” was a word used to describe the Ark of the Covenant. The footstool is God’s touching place, where His presence is found. Herein lies the sacredness of the earth. The reason we respect and cherish the earth is precisely because is God’s footstool, His resting place.

Presented by Moira and Douglas

Can you turn the ‘Tide’ ?

No, it’s not an invitation to do an impression of King Canute, but a U.R.C. initiative for Christian work with children and young people. The main aim of ‘Turn the Tide’ is to bring our younger generations closer to God and Christ, by working with them to form and build youth groups which they have a real interest in. It is not a scheme for getting ‘bums on pews’

Within Thanet, the Westgate U.R.C. Church have taken the lead, and have invited a number of local churches to collaborate in this if they have an interest. So far, both Union Church and Garlinge Methodist have become involved.

One of the key parts of Turn the Tide is the employment of a professional youth worker to help with the scheme. This person does not have direct responsibility for the running of youth organisations, but instead acts as a supporter and facilitator to those people who are currently in charge. This support includes a form of ‘recruitment’ of young people, assistance with advertising, organising special events, and most importantly, co-coordinating youth activities across a number of churches (and denominations) within a district.

Employing someone will cost money; however, there are a number of contributions and grants available, so the outlay for those churches involved can be reduced to c. £10,000 per annum. And obviously, the more churches involved, the less the cost to each. Despite this cost, the experiences of other churches within the Southern Synod of the U.R.C. who have taken up this strategy have proved that the effort is worth it.

We are continuing our negotiations with other churches and youth bodies to establish whether or not such an initiative could be launched in Thanet; however, there is a long way to go yet ! We would ask for your prayers and support as we seek more information and understanding on this exciting scheme.

If you want to know more, please speak to Andrew Ogden, who is Liaising on behalf of Union Church with others in the district.

Uganda
The ongoing and worsening situation in Uganda has received little attention in mainstream media - overlooking a crisis that has affected over one million people. For 17 years The Lord’s Resistance Army has abducted, mutilated or killed thousands of innocent civilians. An estimated 25000 children have been sexually abused or forced to fight. There are around one million displaced people in Northern Uganda (an area far less able to host refugees than the UK). The camps are desperate places - overcrowded and in sanitary, spreading diseases. Mosquito’s and HIV are additional hazards.

Beyond the immediate need far relief, the ultimate solution is for peace. Christian Aid and religious leaders of all faiths have been working together for reconciliation and community healing - at great personal risk.

The Union Church Mission Committee urge you to prayerfully consider Uganda during Lent, and perhaps donate the savings from giving up something. There will be a box at the back of the church during Lent. Tax-payers can Gift Aid donations - ask Debbie Baynes for details.

A vicar once dreamed that he was on the way to heaven. Before him there stretched a long flight of stairs. As he started to go up, he was given a piece of chalk and told he must put a chalk mark on each of the steps for each sin that he had committed.

He began the slow toil upwards when he was about half-way up he met the bishop coming down. When the vicar enquired why his Lordship was returning, the bishop answered, ‘I’m just going back to get some more chalk’.

(told by Rt. Rev, R. Williamson).

Daffodil Day Celebration
The Methodist Church will be holding the Spring Festival, known as the Daffodil Day Celebration on Monday 1st March. It is in the Great Hall of the Methodist Central Hall, Westminster. The service starts at 1.45pm and end at 3.45pm. Lunches are available but have to be previously ordered. You are requested to wear a daffodil. Further information available from Marion Stephens.

A Bishop was visiting a church where there was a rather temperamental loud speaker system in operation. Being warned about it, he tapped it experimentally before he began the service. It didn’t seem to be operating and so he muttered. ‘There’s something wrong with this thing.’

The congregation, hearing only a murmur, though he had begun the service and had said, ‘The Lord be with you.’

So they dutifully replied, And also with you.’

~PH

Yes I’m Rack, It Was Not Easy

But Very Rewarding

Well despite the jokes, like they will put you in the pot cook and eat you I’m still in one piece, nothing missing Tired, in mind and body but safe.

It was hard mentally and physically, but very rewarding My love and understanding of God is so much stronger from the experience gained from serving God in Kenya 
We read in:-

Psalm 139: 9-10

If I rise on the wings of the dawn,

If I settle on the far side of the sea. 
Even there your hand will guide me, 
Your right hand will hold me fast.
This text was given to one of the team members by his Wife before lie left home for the mission. Little did he know that it would give strength to the team on the first night of the mission?

We left Nairobi airport about 9-3Oam reaching Narok some 126km about 4-30 pm. After eating we left for our base at Osasimwa some 8300 to 9000ft above sea level and 75km away

We did not reach our base that night. Thanks to the dirt roads, the dust and then the rain which made the dirt road like an ice rink, the truck, an old American army truck finished up in a deep ditch at an awkward angle

In the dark we prayed as the truck finished with one back wheel and part of the truck in the ditch at two awkward angles, only the rock face on the side of the dirt road stopping it

The thought that went through my mind at the time was. We read about this happening in the papers back in England with people being killed.

But God was with us He heard our prayers and as Psalm 1 39 said. We had arrived in the early hours of the morning. We had settled on the far side of the sea, and his right hand held us.

Five of us stopped on the lorry that night we had very little sleep because of the angle of the truck and because our flight was at night it was going to be the seconded night before we got to bed.

It was a hard mission we were all put to the test, hut the rewards were great.

The love of Jesus and the support that came from the Maasai Christians. The willingness to tell you of their love for him and the joy that showed in their faces.

The way that those who were not Christians found you, wanting to hear the Gospels and go on to make a commitment

The joy I felt at the married couple responding, that Along with the Rev David Kereto and four Christian Maasai Ladies visited not an easy thing to do when there are cultural issues.

It was a joy to visit Kenya, to encounter a real passion and hunger for God which was so evident. I came back enriched, challenged. 1 know I left apart of my heart behind and the whole team which I was a small part of are greatly blessed by being part of all that God is doing there.

God Bless Eddie.

Friday Coffee Mornin2
Another year flown by, a new one to look forward to - I feel sure it will be as busy as ever at Union Church coffee mornings. We would to thank all the helpers who turn up every week, willing to play their part in making the coffee morning one of fun and fellowship. Not only do we provide a place of rest for the weary shopper but we try and make sure we are there to listen and support anyone in need. Whilst doing that we are also helping people in the third world by supporting Fair Trade.

We are pleased to have recruited Joan Smith onto the committee. Joan is a great help, willing to help in whatever capacity is needed. We are also blessed to have Jean Manton helping, with lots of energy and compassion - both valuable additions to the excellent team.

It was with great sadness that we said goodbye to Clive at his book-stall, we do understand that all things come to a natural end, but we know that Clive’s presence will be greatly missed by all. God bless you Clive - our love and prayers are with you.

We are always grateful for help, and of course you are welcome to just come and enjoy the Fair Trade tea and coffee and toasted tea-cakes - plus the welcome from the ladies of the Union Church coffee morning.

Rita Pengelly

Discovery Group and Boys club.

As you are aware, the two clubs have amalgamated and are now one group (still to decide on a name), meeting on Monday evening. Our first half term together has been a success. There is always lots going on. We now ploy hockey as well as pool, table-tennis, badminton and football. Brian supervises the games upstairs and knows the rules, which is always a great help! Pam’s croft is another activity that is much enjoyed and gives a lot of pleasure. Joan Smith has done cooking with the children, which always goes down well. Joan Martin is helpful - especially when it comes to the washing up. The tuck shop and free toast are managed well by Simon and the children enjoy the benefits (as do the adults). All in all we have had an enjoyable half term. We would welcome visits from any one who has the time to drop by and enjoy time with the young people - smile nicely at Simon and you will get a cuppa.

Rita Pengelly

Quite days
There will be a Quite bay (with Broadstairs URC, our sister church) on Saturday the 26~’ of June at Stella Mans. The theme will be healing, led by Delia Bond. As there will be limited places it will be on a first-come basis. Please let me know if you would like to go. There is another Quite Day called “The Apple of His Eye” on Wednesday 16th June at Herne Boy Court, led by Bridget Plass. The cost of the day will be approx. 15 to 20 pounds this does include a lunch. If you wish to attend please let me know as soon as possible.

Cautley House is holding a day of refreshment on Saturday 3l~ July, the day is called “Growing in Faith”, and the cost will be 5 pounds. Again, please let me know if you wish to go and I will book for you.

Dear URC Churches, it is truly remarkable that your generosity has resulted in £564,000 being raised in 2003 for Commitment for Life - an increase of 7%, Please pass on our sincere thanks to all in your congregations whose donations, small or large, have resulted in a significant statement of what we can collectively achieve for some of the poorest and most oppressed people in our world.

It is worth noting that the draft of ‘Catch the Vision” opens with the phrase “We are called by God to be a church which is centered upon the gospel and the proclamation of its message of freedom and justice”.

~angladesh is Union Church’s chosen country to support with our prayers and money. Bangladesh is home to 130 millon people and is one of the least-developed and most densely populated countries in the world. Although the last two decades have seen some improvements in life expectancy and in the overall standard of living, poverty remains extremely deep and pervasive, and efforts to relieve it continue to be hampered by a number of factors (including political instability, corruption environmental disaster and the burden of serving the country’s external debt).

Nearly half the population lives below the poverty line - the highest level of poverty in South Asia.
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It is worth noting that the draft of “Catch the Vision” opens with the phrase ‘We are called by God to be a church which is centered upon the gospel and the proclamation of its message of freedom and justice”.

Bangladesh is Union Church’s chosen country to support with our prayers and money. Bangladesh is home to 130 million people and is one of the least-developed and most densely populated countries in the world. Although the last two decades have seen some improvements in life expectancy and in the overall standard of living, poverty remains extremely deep and pervasive, and efforts to relieve it continue to be hampered by a number of factors (including political instability, corruption environmental disaster and the burden of serving the country’s external debt).

Nearly half the population lives below the poverty line - the highest level of poverty in South Asia.

The incidence of malnutrition is the highest in the world. Every day nearly 700 children die of malnutrition-related causes. Among those surviving, more than half are stunted.

Disasters associated with global warming (such as floods) have a catastrophic effect. In 1998, two-thirds of the country and half the capital were under water, the harvest was destroyed and 21 million people (equal to one third of the UK) were homeless. The link between climate change and carbon emissions is no longer disputed, the industrialized counties accordingly owe on enormous “ecological dept” to poor countries such as Bangladesh where carbon emissions are minimal, but where vulnerability to rise in sea level and extreme weather conditions is exceptionally high.

Bangladesh now pays approximately the same amount- $790- in debt servicing to the rich countries as it spends on public health. Despite being one of the world’s poorest countries (with over three quarters of the population living on less than £1.60 a day), Bangladesh has nat been considered eligible to enter the World Bank’s Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative. Bangladesh urgently needs debt cancellation.

After reading this, I pray you will agree that Bangladesh needs our support through prayer and any financial support we can give. If anyone has any ideas for fund-raising far this country that we as a church chose to support, please let me know.

Rita Pengelly
God is our strength and refuge,
God is our strength and refuge,

our present help in trouble;

and we therefore will not fear,
Though the earth should change!

Though mountains shake and tremble,

Though swirling floods are raging,

God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!

There is a flowing river

within god’s holy city;

 God is in the midst of her

she shall not be moved!

 God’s help is swiftly given

Thrones vanish at his presence

God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore!

Come, see the works of our rnaker,

 learn of his deeds all powerful:

wars will cease across the world

 when he shatter the spear!

be still and know your creator, 

uplift him in the nations

God the Lord of Hosts is with us evermore!

